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MARYLAND:

PROTECTING 

OUR  

RIGHTS



AGENDA

Registration, Networking, and Continental Breakfast

Welcome and Greetings
Michaele Cohen, President, MLAW Board of Directors
Delegate Dana Jones, President, Women Legislators of Maryland

Legislative Presentations
Questions will be taken at the end of each group

Group 1 – Presentation of Proposals
Facilitator: Jan Molino

Group 2 – Presentation of Proposals
Facilitator: Angela McDaniel

Group 3 – Presentation of Proposals
Facilitator: Tahira Mussarat Hussain

Keynote Speaker
Representative Sarah Elfreth, Congresswoman for Maryland’s 3rd District

Wrap-Up

Adjourn
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31 years ago MLAW was established to harness the collective 
power of women and to create a statewide, non-partisan, 
independent coalition of groups and individuals to advocate 
for progressive legislative initiatives that promote and protect 
the well-being of women and their families in Maryland.  

1994-2025

31 YEARS OF ADVOCACY FOR 

WOMEN’S AND FAMILY ISSUES
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This call to action for legislative change has resulted in a coalition almost unique 
in the United States.  The annual legislative conference and other activities 
have energized thousands of women - and male allies - to become engaged in 
advocacy for important issues affecting Maryland women and families.  

The annual Legislative Agenda has included a broad diversity of issues and the 
organization’s advocacy and collaborative efforts have resulted in the passage of 
124 pieces of legislation enacted by the Maryland General Assembly in the 
last 31 years.  

This extraordinary success has made a significant difference for women and 
families.  It has established MLAW as a powerful voice for women and their 
priorities in Maryland.  

MLAW provides visibility for legislation affecting women and families. The 
fall conference develops our MLAW Legislative Agenda and a legislative briefing 
during the legislative session introduces the Agenda to advocates and legislators.  
These events focus legislators’ attention on our issues and raise their visibility 
throughout the state.  We distribute the annual Legislative Agenda to every 
Maryland legislator.  In collaboration with our advocacy partners, we submit 
testimony, advocate for bills, and promote our Agenda through our large e-mail 
list, website, and Facebook page.  

The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women is proud of its achievements during 
the last 31 years, but there is more to be done. Join us and help us continue to 
make a difference for Maryland women and families. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2025-2026
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102 W. Pennsylvania Ave. #100 

Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005

mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com

MLAW PUBLIC 

CONTACT INFO

ON THE WEB

mdlegagendaforwomen.org 

mdagendaforwomen

MLAW1994

Mdagendaforwomen

mdlegislativeagendaforwome5755

mdagenda4women.bsky.social

BOARD MEMBERS

Wandra Ashley-Williams, Treasurer

Lee Bachu

Sandy Bell  
       Maryland NOW

Michaele Cohen, President

Sheena Foster, Secretary 
       Montgomery County Commission for Women

Tahira Mussarat Hussain

M. Elizabeth Joyce

Angela McDaniel, Vice President

Stephanie McGencey 
       Women’s Equity Center and Action Network (WECAN)

Jan Molino

Anita Riley

Diana Rubin

Shuchi Sharma 

Lenita Walker 
       Maryland Commission for Women

Dianne Williams

ADMINISTRATIVE 

STAFF	

Jessica Morgan, Chief Operating Officer
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SPEAKER BIO

Delegate Dana Jones currently serves as President 
of the Women Legislators of Maryland.  She 
previously served as First Vice President and 
Secretary of the group also known as the Women’s 
Caucus.  A Democrat, she represents District 30A, 
an area that includes the city of Annapolis and 
surrounding areas within Anne Arundel County.  
Initially appointed to the House of Delegates 
in 2020, she was subsequently elected to a full 
four-year term in 2022 and was appointed to the 
Appropriations Committee in 2023.  She has been a 
member of the Latino Caucus, the Veterans Caucus, 
and an associate member of the Jewish Caucus. 

Delegate Jones is an advocate for women and 
families.  She supports reproductive rights, 
including legislation in 2023 to establish a right to 
reproductive freedom in the Maryland Constitution, 
which appeared as Question 1 during the 2024 
election.  She has introduced bills to regulate 

school bus capacity, exempt baby care products 
from the state sales tax, establish a State Disaster 
Recovery Fund to help jurisdictions recover from 
natural disasters, and supported a bill requiring the 
Department of Health to cover the cost of certain 
at-home therapies for children facing complex 
mental health issues.  During her tenure, Delegate 
Jones has also championed health care, small 
businesses, and food insecurity.  

Before her election to the House, Delegate Jones 
worked as a campaign manager, a legislative aide 
to Senator Ben Cardin, a senior researcher at the 
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
and Emily’s List, and as an independent political 
consultant.  She has received awards for her 
leadership from several Anne Arundel County 
organizations.  She earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in sociology at Towson University.  Delegate 
Jones is married and has a son. 

DELEGATE 

DANA 

JONES

PRESIDENT, WOMEN 
LEGISLATORS OF MARYLAND



Sarah Elfreth broke barriers in 2018, becoming 
the youngest woman ever elected to the 
Maryland State Senate. Over six years, Sarah 
built a reputation as one of Maryland’s most 
effective legislators, passing 91 bipartisan bills 
into law. Her work has focused on issues that 
directly impact Maryland families, including 
protecting the Chesapeake Bay, expanding 
prenatal care, and supporting veterans with 
PTSD. She has been recognized as “Legislator 
of the Year” by numerous organizations and 
serves on the Chesapeake Bay Commission, 
helping coordinate State and federal 
environmental clean up efforts. Known for her 
collaborative approach, Sarah brings people 
together to solve problems and do what’s right.

Elected to represent Maryland Congressional 
3rd District in 2024, Sarah looks forward to 
representing the communities of Maryland’s 
Anne Arundel, Howard, and Carroll Counties 
with the same energy and dedication to 
partnership on Capitol Hill. A proud graduate 
of Towson University and the Johns Hopkins 
University, Sarah lives in Annapolis with her 
dog Ollie, where she enjoys hiking, being on 
the water, and collecting oyster plates.

REPRESENTATIVE 

SARAH ELFRETH

CONGRESSWOMAN FOR 
MARYLAND’S 3RD DISTRICT

SPEAKER BIO
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Celebrating

MLAW

www.WomensDemocraticClub.org
facebook.com/mcwdc • womensdemclubmoco.bsky.social

By authority of the Montgomery County Women’s Democratic Club, Deborah Williams, Treasurer.

as women take the lead  
in Maryland  

to protect our rights

WDC stands with you!
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P. O. Box 7716  |  Silver Spring, Maryland 20907  |  (410) 347-1455  |  www.marylandnow.org
For information about joining a chapter, contact membership@marylandnow.org

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
MARYLAND

CARROLL COUNTY 
MARYLAND

The Maryland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women

and our local chapters

We Thank MLAW
FOr advancing legiSlatiOn tO iMPrOve the  

liveS OF wOMen and girlS in Maryland.

By Authority: Friends of Nicole A. Williams, Robert L. Williams, Treasurer.

I’m proud to sponsor the 
2025 MLAW Conference.  
Now, more than ever, we 
must empower and uplift 
all Maryland women.

           —  Delegate  
Nicole Williams







W O M E N  H E L P I N G  W O M E N  S U C C E E D

Business and Professional Women advocates for  
working women, equal pay, and the Equal Rights Amendment.

All are welcome to join us in the fight for equality  
through local and national advocacy efforts.

For more information, contact Susan Horst  
susanhorst@yahoo.com





 

 

   
 

 
2025-2026 Membership Form  

 
MLAW’s membership year is July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026 

 
 
I Want to Make a Difference!  

 
  I Want to be an MLAW Member 

 
Type of Membership (check only one): 

 

❑   $40   -  Individual 
❑   $75   -  Organization revenue under $25,000 
❑   $125 -  Organization revenue over $25,000 
❑   $25   -  Student   
If you are joining as both an individual and an organization, please complete a separate form for EACH. 

 
  

  I Want to Do More by Making an Additional Donation 
 

❑  $500    ❑  $250    ❑  $100    ❑  $50     Other ____________________ 
 

Payment: 
 

❑❑   A check for $_____________, made payable to MLAW, is enclosed.  
 

❑❑   I want to pay through PayPal.  Go to the MLAW website at: http://www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org 
or use the QR code to link directly to our secure Paypal account. 

 
 
Individual or Organization: __________________________________ 
Please spell out organization name. No acronyms. 

 
Contact Name (for organizations only)____ _________________________ 
Mailing Address:  _________________________________________ 
__________________ ____________________________________ 
Phone Number: ___________   Email: _________________________ 

 
IMPORTANT! Please include an email address. Most of the business of MLAW will be conducted via email.  

 
 
 

Mail this completed form along with your check to: 
MLAW 

102 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 100 
Towson, MD 21204 

 

 The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Maryland Women (MLAW) is a 501(c)4 organization. 
Because we engage in legislative advocacy, contributions to MLAW are not tax-deductible. 

 

 



mdlegagendaforwomen.org 


