
	

Celebrating 25 Years as a
Nonpartisan, Independent Voice

for Maryland Women and Families

LOOKING BACK,
MOVING FORWARD
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2019  |  9:00 AM – 4:30 PM

CHESAPEAKE ARTS CENTER, BROOKLYN PARK



The Maryland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women

Congratulates MLAW 
on 25 years of advocating 

for women’s and family issues.

Maryland NOW pledges to add our voices to MLAW’s  
to enact critical legislation and policies  

in support of women and families. 

www.marylandnow.org

Great  
Achievements

Still More to 
Accomplish

Call:
443-983-5293

Email:
info@leadersmoveforward.com

Leadership Development 

Professional Coaching

Training and Development 

Strategic Planning

Focus Group Facilitation

Lunch & Learns

Scan code to visit leadersmoveforward.com

Professional Services

We champion policies and laws  
that help women and girls achieve  

their potential throughout their lives  
— at school, at work, at home, and  
in their communities. We’re proud  

to have been on the frontlines  
of virtually every advance for  
women in more than 45 years.

NATIONAL
WOMEN’S
LAW CENTER

WWW.NWLC.ORG



MLAW is celebrating its 25th Anniversary in 2019.  It was established to harness the 

collective power of women and to create a statewide, non-partisan, independent 

coalition of groups and individuals to advocate for progressive legislative initiatives 

that promote and protect the well-being of women and their families in Maryland.  

This call to action for legislative change has resulted in a coalition almost unique in the 
United States.  The annual legislative conference and other activities have energized 
thousands of women - and male allies - to become engaged in advocacy for important 
issues affecting Maryland women and families.  

The annual Legislative Agenda has included a broad diversity of issues and the 
organization’s advocacy and collaborative efforts have resulted in the passage of 90 

pieces of legislation enacted by the Maryland General Assembly in the last 25 years.  

This extraordinary success has made a significant difference for women and families.  It 

has established MLAW as a powerful voice for women and their priorities in Maryland.  

MLAW provides visibility for legislation affecting women and families.  The fall 
conference develops our MLAW Legislative Agenda and a legislative reception in 
Annapolis during the legislative session introduces the Agenda to advocates and 
legislators. These events focus legislators’ attention on our issues and raise their 
visibility throughout the state.  We distribute the annual Legislative Agenda to every 
Maryland legislator.  In collaboration with our advocacy partners, we submit testimony, 
advocate for bills, and promote our Agenda through our large e-mail list, website, and 
Facebook page.  

The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women is proud of its achievements during the 
last 25 years, but there is more to be done.  Join us and help us continue to make a 

difference for Maryland women and families.
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25 Years of Advocacy for Women’s and Family Issues

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201  •  Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org

	

Thank you to MLAW 
for a quarter century of 
advocating for women’s 

and family issues.

mcmdnow.org

National Coalition of 100 Black Women, 
Inc., Prince George’s County Chapter

 ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, 
HEALTH AND 

EMPOWERMENT

| P.O. Box 623, Riverdale, MD 20737 | nc100bwpgc@gmail.com | 
https://www.ncbwpgc.org/

Congratulations to Maryland Legislative 
Agenda for Women in Celebrating 25 

Years of Service 
as a Nonpartisan Voice for Women and 

Families



	

PRESIDENT
Michaele Cohen
410-353-9803
mdcohen2017@gmail.com

VICE  PRESIDENT
M. Elizabeth Joyce
240-274-4608
Lafleurjoyce@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Anita Riley
410-456-2968
dolcevitaap@verizon.net 

TREASURER
Michelle Siri
Women’s Law Center of Maryland
410-321-8761
msiri@wlcmd.org

AT-LARGE  BOARD MEMBERS
Wandra Ashley-Williams 
410-206-2740
Wla315@gmail.com 

Lee Bachu
301-526-5135
leebachu@hotmail.com

Shruti Bhatnagar
240-498-3459
Shruti_bhatnagar@yahoo.com 

Melissa Curtin 
Maryland Commission for Women
804-938-5342
Melissacurtin13@gmail.com

Joanna Diamond 
443-838-7867
joannadiamond@gmail.com

Tahira Mussarat Hussain
410-533-7346
amnaamal@msn.com

Linda Mahoney
Montgomery County NOW
301-648-5484
linda.mahoney@marylandnow.org 

Ruth Martin
MomsRising.org
202-550-3849
Ruth@MomsRising.org

Angela McDaniel 
301-675-1308
McDaniel.angela10@gmail.com

Giulia McPherson
Montgomery County Commission 
for Women
301-706-3409
Giulia.mcpherson@hotmail.com

Sabrina Nelson-Winters
410-459-4386
Slnelson07@gmail.com
	
Diana Philip
NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland 
202-870-0422
diana@prochoicemd.org 

Erin Prangley
AAUW of Maryland
818-456-6517
Erin.prangley@gmail.com 

Shuchi Sharma 
717-490-4966
shuchisharma@yahoo.com

Joan Stine
443-690-5539
stinejg@yahoo.com 

Caren Williams 
Maryland Federation Business  
& Professional Women
301-861-7924
caren@rcn.com 

STAFF
Jessica Morgan 
Women’s Law Center of MD
410-321-8761
jmorgan@wlcmd.org
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51 Monroe Street, Suite 1034    Rockville, Maryland    20850    301-610-4523 

marylandcommissionforwomen 

The Maryland Commission for Women 

 The Commission is a 25-member advisory board within the Maryland Department of 
Human Services.  It was first established by the Governor in 1965 and set in state law in 
1971.  Commissioners are appointed by the Governor, with confirmation by the Maryland 
State Senate, and serve four-year terms without compensation.  The Commission’s 
enabling legislation charges it with the responsibility to: 

 Study the status of women in our state 
 Recommend methods of overcoming discrimination 
 Recognize women’s accomplishments and contributions 
 Provide informed advice to the executive and legislative branches of 

government on the issues concerning the women of our state, and 
 Direct attention to critical problems confronting women 

 
Programs & Activities 

 Maryland Women’s 
Hall of Fame 

 Maryland Women of 
Tomorrow Awards 

 Policy and Legislative 
Advocacy 

 Status of Women in 
Maryland (SWIM) 
Research Initiative 

 August 26, 2020 
Women’s Centennial 
Summit  

2019 – 2020 Maryland Commission for Women 
 

Yun Jung Yang, Esq., Chair 
Tawanda A. Bailey, First Vice Chair 
Carole Jaar Sepe, Second Vice Chair 

 
Commissioners: 

 
Tammy Bresnahan  Bonnie Nelson Luna 
Deborah L. Cartee  Brenda J. McChriston 
Gloria Chang   Ishrat N. Memon 
Maureen G. Colburn  April Nyman 
Amanda L. Costley, Esq. Roberta Pardo 
Melissa Hough Curtin Corinna Yi-Yuan Kuo Shen 
Kristi S. Halford Evelyne S. Steward 
Eugenia B. Henry, Ph.D. Ummu Bradley Thomas 
Lauren M. Lambert Tamara England Wilson 
Patricia M. Lambert Marylou N. Yam, Ph.D. 
 

 

Advancing Solutions 
for Maryland 

Women 

 

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201  •  Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org



Networking and continental breakfast

Welcoming remarks
Michaele Cohen, President, MLAW
Delegate Trent Kittleman, President, Women Legislators of Maryland 

25th Anniversary History and Accomplishments
Recognition of MLAW Champions

A conversation with Speaker Adrienne Jones
	
Lunch break and networking

Presentation of Legislative Proposals

Wrap-up and closing remarks

Break

Breakout sessions:
      - Advocacy 101
      - Maryland Commission for Women

9:00 – 9:30am 

9:30 – 10:00am

10:00 – 10:30am

10:30 – 11:30am

11:30am – 12:30pm

12:30pm – 2:00pm

2:00 – 2:15pm

2:15 – 2:30pm

2:30 – 4:30pm
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SPEAKER ADRIENNE  A.  JONES
Maryland House of Delegates, 10th Legislative District

Speaker Adrienne A. Jones shattered two glass ceilings when she was unanimously 

elected by the full House of Delegates to serve as the first African-American and 

the first woman Speaker of the Maryland House of Delegates in history. 

Prior to being Speaker, Speaker Jones also held the distinction of being the first 

African American woman to serve as Speaker Pro Tem in the Maryland House 

of Delegates, serving in that capacity under Speaker Mike Busch for 16 years. Speaker Jones served 

on the House Appropriations Committee, and was Chair of the Capital Budget and Education, and 

Economic Development Subcommittees.  She has been a delegate since 1997.

Speaker Jones has long been known by her colleagues for her steadfast leadership and no-nonsense 

approach to legislating. She has focused on education policy and funding issues, most notably school 

construction, during her tenure in the legislature. She has also made significant advances in ensuring 

diversity and fair treatment of State employees. 

In February, 2019, Speaker Jones received the Casper R. Taylor, Jr. Founder’s Award, the highest award 

given to a member of the House of Delegates, recognizing her steadfast service.    She has three times 

been named to the “Top 100 Women in Maryland” by the Daily Record, and was inducted into the 

Circle of Excellence for Sustained Achievement.  Most recently she was selected along with 25 female 

legislators for Governing Magazine’s Women in Government Leadership Program Class of 2016.   As 

the first Executive Director of the Baltimore County Office of Fair Practices and Community Affairs, 

she faithfully served the citizens of the County for over 37 years.  She served as Deputy Director of the 

Baltimore County Office of Human Resources until her retirement from service in Baltimore County 

Government on June 30, 2014.  During her civil service career, she worked with diverse populations of 

the County with dedication and sensitivity, providing a listening “ear” to individual citizens, business 

owners, religious leaders, and elected officials.  She is the Founder of the Annual Baltimore County 

African American Cultural Festival, now in its 21st year.
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Speaker Jones was born in Cowdensville, Maryland, a historic African-American community located near 

Arbutus in Southwest Baltimore County.  She attended Baltimore County Public Schools, graduating 

from Lansdowne High School and is a proud alumna of the University of Maryland Baltimore County 

(UMBC) where she received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology .  She attended The National 

Security Seminar, U.S. Army War College in 2007.  In 2008, she received an Honorary Doctor of Law 

Degree from Goucher College in Towson, Maryland. She is the mother of two adult sons and proud 

grandmother of two wonderful grandchildren, Jalen and Janelle Jones.

 

 
 

N a t i o n a l  C o a l i t i o n  o f   
  

1 0 0  B l a c k  W o m e n ,  I n c .   
  
 
 
 

A d v o c a t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f   
 B l a c k  w o m e n  a n d  g i r l s  t o   

 p r o m o t e  l e a d e r s h i p   
 d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  g e n d e r  

 e q u i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f   
 h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d   

 e c o n o m i c  e m p o w e r m e n t  
  
  
 
 
 

Baltimore Metropolitan Chapter 
1829 Reisterstown Road, Suite 350 

Pikesville, Maryland 21208 
For more information email: 

ncbwbmc@gmail.com  
 



Women's Voices and Votes Count
January 26, 2020

40   ANNIVERSARY 1980 2020 th

The Montgomery County Commission for Women
and our many co-sponsoring organizations

invite you to the 

Purchase your tickets at: 
https://wlb2020.eventbrite.com

Questions? Call: 240-777-8300
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ORGANIZATIONS
Maryland State Conference 
of the NAACP

University of Maryland 
Women’s Forum

American Association 
of Universary Women 
Maryland

Zonta Club of Annapolis

INDIV IDUALS
Tazeen Ahmad

Wandra Ashley-Williams

Sharon Blugis

Tracy Brown in honor of 
Jessica Morgan

Judith Carbone

Darlene Carter in honor of 
Kahlia A. Boyd

Alice Chambers

Michaele Cohen

Diana Conway

Janet Wert Crampton

Melissa Curtin

Holly Fechner in honor of 
Mary Fechner

Linda D. Fihelly

Diana Fink

Lynn Fitrell

Linda V. Forsyth

Gloria A. Fuller

Senator Sharon Grosfeld

Donna R. Herring

Stacia Hilder

Susan Horst

Sharon R. Jacob

Elizabeth F. Johnson

Holly Joseph

Elizabeth Joyce in honor 
of Anne P. LaFleur & Sarah 
LeFleur Friedman

Senator Delores G. Kelley

Roxann King in honor of 
Mary Ellen Gick

Mary Klausner in honor of 
Theresa Kelly Klausner

Linda Mahoney

Ruth Martin

Angela McDaniel

Giulia McPherson

Niamh McQuillan

Jessica Morgan in honor of 
Linda Morgan

Reggie Oldak in honor of 
Michaele Cohen

Jo-Ann Orlinsky

Erin Prangley

Heather Reichardt

Ameila Riley in honor of 
Nate & Ben Riley - Strouse

Anita Riley

Diane Roca

Anita Rosen

Judith Sholes

Michelle Siri

Kate Campbell Stevenson

Joan Stine

Susan W. Talbott

Phyllis Taylor White

Diane Williams in honor of 
Juanita Cubbage

Caren Williams

Sabrina Winters

Lynette A. 

L A W
Attorney at Law

200A Monroe Street
Suite 303, Rockville, MD 20850

Tel: (301) 869-8774
Fax: (301) 869-8776
lwhit­eld@whit­eldlegal.com

www.whit�eldlegal.com

Representing Federal Employees
Since 2006

facebook.com/mdwomensheritagecenter

www.mdwomensheritagecenter.org

The Maryland Women’s Heritage Center 

commends MLAW for making women’s  

herstory more just and equitable  

under the law!   

Women's Voices and Votes Count
January 26, 2020

40   ANNIVERSARY1980 2020th

The Montgomery County Commission for Women
and our many co-sponsoring organizations

invite you to the 

Purchase your tickets at: 
https://wlb2020.eventbrite.com

Questions? Call: 240-777-8300



Erek L. Barron
Maryland State Delegate

Legislative District 24  
Erek.Barron@house.state.md.us

Office: 301-858-3692

Sign up for my newsletter at www.erekbarron.com.

Thank you for your dedicated service 
to our community!

By authority of Friends of Erek L. Barron, Keisha Garner, Esq., Treasurer

 

The	Maryland	Federation	of	
Business	&	Professional	Women	

(BPW/MD)	

Are	you	looking	for…	
National	affiliation	with	working	women	

Friendships	with	diverse	women	
Building	professional	resources	

Leadership	training	
Professional	&	personal	skills	development	
Educational	programs	(virtual	&	in	person)	

Political	awareness	and	advocacy	
Mentoring	programs	

Networking	opportunities	
 

Local	organizations	
Frederick		 	 	 Montgomery	County	
Hagerstown																				So.	Prince	George’s	County	
Laurel																																										Towson/Hunt	Valley		
	
	
 

Join	today!	

www.bpwmaryland.org	

Erek L. Barron
Maryland State Delegate

Legislative District 24  
Erek.Barron@house.state.md.us

Office: 301-858-3692

Sign up for my newsletter at www.erekbarron.com.

Thank you for your dedicated service 
to our community!

By authority of Friends of Erek L. Barron, Keisha Garner, Esq., Treasurer

What are YOU doing for  
Women’s Equality Day 2020?

How are you planning to celebrate  
the Suffrage Centennial? 

Women’s Equality Day 
2020 (WED2020) is: 
■   FREE, non-partisan, and open to 

ALL women and their families
■   Held in parks across the state, 

from the mountains to the shore 
■    About sisterhood, fun, and finding your voice in 2020

Contact WED2020@yahoo.com to help make this historic celebration happen.
Save the Date – CElEbrations on august 22 or 23, depending on locality. see You there!

facebook.com/WED2020MD #WED2020 #WomensVote #2020Centennial #Vote100

WSPU poster by Hilda Dallas 1909



The Hatcher Group is a full-service strategic 
communications and marketing firm dedicated 
to inspiring social change for good with 
offices in Bethesda, Baltimore, and Annapolis.

A Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB), 
we are committed to safeguarding and 
advancing women’s rights in Maryland.

Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus 
dawn@thehatchergroup.com 
410-990-0284

@thehatchergroup
@thehatchergroupinc

www.thehatchergroup.com

The Hatcher Group is a full-service strategic 
communications and marketing firm dedicated 
to inspiring social change for good with 
offices in Bethesda, Baltimore, and Annapolis.

A Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB), 
we are committed to safeguarding and 
advancing women’s rights in Maryland.

Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus 
dawn@thehatchergroup.com 
410-990-0284

@thehatchergroup
@thehatchergroupinc

www.thehatchergroup.com

Working to End Sexual Violence in Maryland

Please join us for: 
MCASA’s Legislative Reception 

January 16, 2020 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Harry Browne’s Restaurant 
Annapolis, Maryland

For more information, visit www.mcasa.org

The Hatcher Group is a full-service strategic 
communications and marketing firm dedicated 
to inspiring social change for good with 
offices in Bethesda, Baltimore, and Annapolis.

A Women-Owned Small Business (WOSB), 
we are committed to safeguarding and 
advancing women’s rights in Maryland.

Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus 
dawn@thehatchergroup.com 
410-990-0284

@thehatchergroup
@thehatchergroupinc

www.thehatchergroup.com



ZONTA is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy.
 
ZONTA envisions a world in which women’s rights are recognized as human rights and 
every woman is able to achieve her full potential.
 
The ZONTA Club of Annapolis is a proud supporter of the Maryland Legislative Agenda 
for Women.
 
For more information visit www.zontaclubannapolis.org.

The Prince George’s County 
Commission for Women

Congratulates MLAW for 
25 years of leadership for 
MD women and families

The Prince George's County Commission for Women 
serves to improve the quality of life for women and girls 

by advocating, initiating, and championing programs and legislation 
to strengthen families and communities.

Bit.ly/commissionforwomen

Angela D. Alsobrooks
County Executive

 

 
 
 

Congratulations on 
Celebrating 25 Years of Advocacy  
for Women’s and Family Issues 

and the  
Fall Legislative Agenda Conference 

November 23, 2019  
 
 
 
 

Michaele Cohen 
President, MLAW Board of Directors 

Congratulations on MLAW's 25 years

as and independent voice for

Maryland Women & Families

Emerge Maryland

empowering Democratic women to run — and win

You can't vote for the best candidate if she's not

on the ballot.

www.EmergeMaryland.org
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Follow us on social media:

Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women

 
 

AAUW Maryland congratulates the  
Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women for 

advancing public policy that supports women 
and families for the past 25 years! 

 

 
 

AAUW Maryland advances equity for women and girls. Join one of AAUW 
Maryland’s 13 branches and help us change the climate for women and girls 
through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research. For information on 

how to get involved go to  ​https://www.aauw.org/get-involved/​  or  
contact Erin Prangley at ​erin.prangley@gmail.com​.  



TOGETHER
WE FIGHT
FOR ALL

TOGETHER
WE FIGHT
FOR ALL


