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NOTRE DAME OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY



 

Congratulations to all those who persevered during  
the 2018 Maryland General Election! 

We will not give up or give in when it comes to 
reproductive freedom in our state. 

Thank you Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women for 
believing in reproductive health, rights, and justice for all! 

@ProChoiceMD      www.prochoicemd.org  



Lynette A. 

L A W
Attorney at Law

200A Monroe Street
Suite 303, Rockville, MD 20850

Tel: (301) 869-8774
Fax: (301) 869-8776
lwhit­eld@whit­eldlegal.com

www.whit�eldlegal.com

Representing Federal Employees
Since 2006



 

Board Member Edith Miller passed away 
on January 10, 2018.  She was a lifelong  

advocate for women's equality and a  
valued member of the MLAW Board.   

She will be missed.  
WiseSevernaPark@gmail.com

@Wise_SP
WiseSevernaPark.com

WomenIndivisibleStongEffective

WISE
Women  Indivisible  Strong  Effective

We provide a platform of information for women of diverse views to
come together and promote the values and rights that foster
inclusivity, fairness and safety in our communities. We vow to turn our
collective energy into action and advocate indivisibly on a range of
issues particularly at the local level.

We demand representation consistent with our mission from our
politicians and commit ourselves to modeling the values of inclusion,
tolerance and fairness that we seek as we support each other to make
our voices heard and influence our Nation's narrative.

Interested in becoming a member? Please contact us:

• Women’s Issues
• Healthcare
• Racial Equality
• Immigration
• Criminal Justice Reform
• Education

WISE Huddles:

About Us:
WISE is a women-led organization with over 500 Members. We are 
issues-based and direct our efforts toward education, collaboration 
and advocacy.

• Gun Violence Prevention
• Corporate Responsibility
• Constitutional Rights
• Political Action
• Environment
• LGBTQ

We champion policies and laws  
that help women and girls achieve  

their potential throughout their lives  
— at school, at work, at home, and  
in their communities. We’re proud  

to have been on the frontlines  
of virtually every advance for  
women in more than 45 years.

NATIONAL
WOMEN’S
LAW CENTER

WWW.NWLC.ORG



	

For 24 years, MLAW has been the statewide voice for Maryland women and 

families, serving as the only nonpartisan, statewide coalition of women’s groups 
and individuals that mobilizes networks, groups, and individuals to help pass 
legislation to make Maryland a better place for women and families. 

Between 1994 and 2018, MLAW supported 88 successful pieces of legislation 

that have made a difference for women and families in Maryland.  This legislation 
has addressed domestic violence, sexual assault, economic justice, human rights, 
health care, family law, and criminal justice.  In the 2018 legislative session, four of 

the seven bills on the MLAW Legislative Agenda passed the General Assembly.  

MLAW provides visibility for legislation affecting women and families.  The fall 
conference develops our MLAW Legislative Agenda and a legislative reception in 
Annapolis during the legislative session introduces the Agenda to advocates and 
legislators. These events focus legislators’ attention on our issues and raise their 
visibility throughout the state.  We distribute the annual Legislative Agenda to 
every Maryland legislator.  In collaboration with our advocacy partners, we submit 
testimony, advocate for bills, and promote our Agenda through our large e-mail 
list, website, and Facebook page.  

The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women is proud of its achievements during 
the last 24 years, but there is more to be done.  Join us and help us continue to 

make a difference for Maryland women and families. 

1994-2018
24 YEARS OF ADVOCACY FOR WOMEN’S AND FAMILY ISSUES

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 • Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org



	

Board of Directors 2018 – 2019

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 • Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org

PRESIDENT
Michaele Cohen
410-353-9803
mdcohen2017@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
M. Elizabeth Joyce
240-274-4608
Lafleurjoyce@gmail.com

SECRETARY 
Anita Riley
410-456-2968
dolcevitaap@verizon.net 

TREASURER 
Michelle Siri
Women’s Law Center of Maryland
410-321-8761
msiri@wlcmd.org

AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS

Wandra Ashley-Williams 
MD Conference of NAACP 
Branches
410-914-8011
Wla315@gmail.com 

Lee Bachu
Maryland Commission for Women
301-526-5135
leebachu@hotmail.com

Dante Bishop
adbishop18@gmail.com

Sharon New Blugis 
410-206-9343
sharon.new.blugis@gmail.com

Joanna Diamond
443-838-7867
joannadiamond@gmail.com

Cassandra Freeman
202-431-6228
crfreeman1954@yahoo.com 

Stacy Korbelak
443-995-1009
stacy.korbelak@gmail.com 

Linda Mahoney
Montgomery County NOW
301-648-5484
Linda.mahoney@marylandnow.org 

Ruth Martin
MomsRising.org
202-550-3849
Ruth@MomsRising.org

Giulia McPherson
Montgomery County Commission 
for Women
301-706-3409
Giulia.mcpherson@hotmail.com 

Diana Philip
NARAL ProChoice Maryland 
202-870-0422
diana@prochoicemd.org

Erin Prangley
AAUW of Maryland
818-456-6517
Erin.prangley@gmail.com 

Joan Stine
410-465-5159
stinejg@yahoo.com 

Caren Williams
301-861-7924
caren@rcn.com 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Jessica Morgan
Women’s Law Center of MD
410-321-8761
jmorgan@wlcmd.org



Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus
dawn@thehatchergroup.com
410-990-0284

www.thehatchergroup.com
twitter / @thehatchergroup
facebook /  @thehatchergroupinc 

The Hatcher Group is a full-service 

dedicated to inspiring social change for good.

As supporters of progressive social change, we 
are committed to safeguarding and advancing 
women’s rights in Maryland.



Erek L. Barron
Maryland State Delegate

Legislative District 24
Erek.Barron@house.state.md.us

Office: 301-858-3692

Thank you for
your dedicated

service to our
community!

Sign up for my newsletter at www.erekbarron.com

By authority of Friends of Erek L. Barron, Keisha Garner, Esq., Treasurer



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018
NOTRE DAME OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY  •  9:30 AM – 4:30 PM

Agenda
Registration and Continental Breakfast
Networking with legislators and advocates

Welcome
Michaele Cohen, President, MLAW
Dr. Marylou Yam, President, Notre Dame of Maryland University
Delegate Sheree Sample-Hughes, President, Women Legislators of MD

Panel Discussion 
Michelle Siri, Moderator
Nikki Thompson, Job Opportunities Task Force
Jennie Guilfoyle, American Immigration Council
Krish Vignarajah, 2018 Maryland Gubernatorial Candidate
Robyn Elliott, Public Policy Partners
Ariana Kelly, Maryland House of Delegates

Lunch and Networking

Legislation for the 2019 Legislative Session 
Presentations by Lead Groups
Caren Williams, Moderator

MLAW Ballot and Agenda Process 
Presented by Elizabeth Joyce

Wrap-Up
Agenda sign-on
Membership and email sign-up
Resource and tip sheets
MLAW Legislative Reception 

Break

Advocacy 101 Workshop

9:30 – 10:00 am 

10:00 – 10:30 am

10:30 – 12:00 pm

12:00 – 12:45 pm

12:45 – 2:00 pm

2:00 – 2:15 pm

2:15 – 2:30 pm

2:30 – 4:30 pm

Erek L. Barron
Maryland State Delegate

Legislative District 24
Erek.Barron@house.state.md.us

Office: 301-858-3692

Thank you for
your dedicated

service to our
community!

Sign up for my newsletter at www.erekbarron.com

By authority of Friends of Erek L. Barron, Keisha Garner, Esq., Treasurer

	

2018 Fall Legislative Agenda Conference
THINKING GLOBALLY, ACTING LOCALLY...

What Rights are at Stake at the Federal Level and What Maryland Can Do to Protect Them

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 • Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org



We Never
Back Down

WHAT WE ACCOMPLISHED IN

MARYLAND
HB 1283 HB 994/SB 774 HB 1024/SB 986

Health Insurance – 
Prescription 

Contraception 
Coverage for Single 

Dispensing

Requires commercial plans 
to pay for 12-months of birth 

control at a time.

Medicaid Family 
Planning Program

Requires same day coverage 
for the Medicaid Family 
Planning Program and 

expands eligibility so more 
people can be covered.  Also 

requires Medicaid to cover 
up to 12-months of birth 

control at a time.

State Employee Health 
Plan – Contraceptive 

Coverage

Requires the State Employees 
Health Plan to extend better 

contraception coverage to people 
covered under the State 

Employee’s health plan.   The plan 
will provide the same coverage as 

the Maryland Contraceptive 
Equity Act and include coverage 

of up to 12-months of birth 
control at a time.

IN 2018



 
 
 

 

Health Care 
 is a basic human right.  
Make it a reality for all –  

Join Our Movement! 
 

www.ConsumerHealthFirst.org 
 

  www.facebook.com/ConsumerHealthFirst  
 

 @4ConsumerHealth 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Celebra(ng 24 Years of Advocacy  
for Women’s and Family Issues 

and the  
Fall Legisla(ve Agenda Conference 

November 17, 2018  
 
 
 
 

Michaele Cohen 
President, MLAW Board of Directors 

 

 
THANK YOU 

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR 
WOMEN (MLAW) 

 

“AS WOMEN, WE MUST  
STAND UP  

FOR OURSELVES … 
FOR EACH OTHER … 

FOR JUSTICE 
FOR ALL”  

MICHELLE OBAMA 
 

 

WWW.PAMELAQUEEN.COM 
AUTHORIZED BY FRIENDS OF PAM QUEEN, CHARLENE MATTHEWS, TREASURER 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



	

Nikki Thompson, Job Opportunities Task Force

Nikki Thompson currently serves as the Senior Policy Advocate for Job Opportunities Task 
Force (JOTF). In this role, she leads the organization’s policy team in Annapolis and develops 
their legislative priorities. She has worked on several e¥orts, including pretrial services, debt-
forgiveness programs for low-wage workers, and reducing the collateral consequences of 
a criminal record.   Prior to joining JOTF, she served in multiple facets of policy, including 
federal, state, in nonprofits, and trade associations. She previously served as a mayoral 
appointee to the O¨ce of Policy and Legislative A¥airs by Mayor Muriel Bowser, served as a 
sta¥er for Senator Chris Van Hollen, and in the Congressional and Public A¥airs department 
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. She received her law degree from Howard University 
School of Law and was admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 2015.

Jennie Guilfoyle, Education and Training Attorney, Immigration Justice Campaign

Jennie Guilfoyle is the Education and Training Attorney for the Immigration Justice Campaign 
at the American Immigration Council.  Before joining the Council, she spent four years as 
an Attorney Adviser at the State Department in the Bureau of Consular A¥airs, working on 
issues ranging from citizenship to intercountry adoption. Prior to that, she worked for many 
years as a Senior Training Attorney at the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, designing 
and leading in-person and online trainings on a wide range of immigration law topics.  She 
also worked at Church World Service, where she trained refugee resettlement programs on 
immigration law and program management. She began her legal career as an Equal Justice 
Works fellow at the New York Association for New Americans, where she represented asylum 
and VAWA applicants. She holds a J.D. from New York University School of Law, and a B.A. 
in English from Harvard College.

Speaker Bios
FALL CONFERENCE 2018

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 • Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org



ZONTA is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy.
 
ZONTA envisions a world in which women’s rights are recognized as human rights and 
every woman is able to achieve her full potential.
 
The ZONTA Club of Annapolis is a proud supporter of the Maryland Legislative Agenda 
for Women.
 
For more information visit www.zontaclubannapolis.org.

The Prince George’s County Commission for Women
Our vision is that every woman and girl in Prince George's County has access 
to unlimited opportunities to achieve social, political, and economic equality.

Department of Family Services, 6420 Allentown Road, Camp Springs, MD 20748, 301.265.8423
POC:  Jackie M. Rhone, Commission Liaison  jmrhone@co.pg.md.us

Rushern L. Baker, III
County Executive

Jennifer Jones, Chair Linda Thomas, Vice Chair, Crystal Prater, Secretary, Tami 
Watkins, Historian, Gasby Brown, Amber Dieso, Victoria Hamilton, Anea Jordan, 

Sonya Lyatsky, D. Michael Lyles, Peggy Maclin, Lisa Rowe, Shirley Schreffler

Elana Belon Butler 
Director

Congratulations to the First Women Elected to 
the Office of the County Executive

Angela D. Alsobrooks,
County Executive-Elect

Prince George’s County, Maryland



 

The	Maryland	Federation	of	
Business	&	Professional	Women	

(BPW/MD)	

Are	you	looking	for…	
National	affiliation	with	working	women	

Friendships	with	diverse	women	
Building	professional	resources	

Leadership	training	
Professional	&	personal	skills	development	
Educational	programs	(virtual	&	in	person)	

Political	awareness	and	advocacy	
Mentoring	programs	

Networking	opportunities	
 

Local	organizations	
Frederick		 	 	 Montgomery	County	
Hagerstown																				So.	Prince	George’s	County	
Laurel																																										Towson/Hunt	Valley		
	
	
 

Join	today!	

www.bpwmaryland.org	

January 17, 2019 
6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Harry Browne’s Restaurant 
Annapolis, Maryland

Working to End Sexual Violence in Maryland

Please join us for: 
MCASA’s Legislative Reception 

For more information, visit www.mcasa.org

THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
and our many co-sponsoring organizations invite you to the 

W O M E N  I G N I T I N G  &  A C H I E V I N G  C H A N G E

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27, 2019
DOORS OPEN AT 11:30 AM, PROGRAM 12:30–6 PM

THE UNIVERSITIES AT SHADY GROVE, BUILDING II 
9630 GUDELSKY DRIVE, ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND

General Admission Registration 
begins at 11:30 am with light 
refreshments. The conference begins 
with an opening ceremony and 
greetings. Compelling seminars on 
legislation in the Maryland General 
Assembly will �ll out the afternoon. 
A reception will conclude the event 
providing an opportunity to meet 
with county and state elected o�cials, 
advocates and representatives of the 
most prominent county, state and 
national women’s organizations.

Sign language interpreter services will be 
provided only upon request with notice as far in 
advance as possible, but no less than 72 hours 
prior to the event. If these or other services or aids 
are needed to participate in this activity, please 
call 240-777-8333 or email a request to  
Jodi.Finkelstein@montgomerycountymd.gov.

REGISTER NOW!
https://2019wlb.eventbrite.com/

AGAIN THIS YEAR: 
Special Seminars  

for Emerging Leaders in  
Grades 6 – 12!

Co-sponsorship and  
Exhibit Table Opportunities

For more information,  
please contact the  

Montgomery County  
Commission for Women  

at 240-777-8333

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cfw

✹Register

NOW!



	

Krish Vignarajah, 2018 Maryland Gubernatorial Candidate

Krish Vignarajah recently finished serving as Policy Director for Michelle Obama and led the 
First Lady’s signature Let Girls Learn initiative. Before the White House, she served as Senior 
Advisor at the State Department under Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Secretary of 
State John Kerry. During the Obama Administration, Krish managed and led White House 
and State Department programs related to entrepreneurship, private sector investment, 
infrastructure, women’s issues, engagement with youth and religious communities, climate 
change, and budget development and execution.  Before joining the White House, Krish 
worked at McKinsey & Company, where she consulted for Fortune 100 companies, practiced 
law at Jenner & Block in Washington, DC, clerked for Chief Judge Michael Boudin on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the First Circuit, and taught at Georgetown University as an adjunct. 
An advocate of women and girls, Krish has spoken widely on this subject, including to young 
women at Western High School as well as at Hood College where she recently delivered the 
commencement address at Hood College, which was recognized by BuzzFeed as the #4 
Most Inspiring Speech of 2017.

Robyn Elliott, Public Policy Partners 

With over 20 years in the policy advocacy field, Robyn S. Elliott has been a strong and 
successful advocate for public health providers primarily focused on ensuring increasing 
funding for health services, expanding health benefits, and ensuring that the regulatory 
environment allows providers to operate e¨ciently and e¥ectively.  Prior to this, Robyn 
worked for both the legislative and executive branches, where she spent almost ten years 
advocating for health care funding and policy priorities within State government.  This 
included three years as the Director of Governmental A¥airs for the Maryland Department of 
Health, where she was responsible for the broadest legislative package of any State agency; 
and two years in the Department as an advisor to the Secretary and Chief Financial O¨cer 

Speaker Bios (continued)
FALL CONFERENCE 2018
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on how to advocate for funding priorities.  Before her tenure at the Department of Health, 
Robyn worked with the Maryland General Assembly for three years as a budget analyst.   
Robyn has represented Planned Parenthood of Maryland and other health care clients for 
over 10 years.  

Ariana Kelly, Maryland House of Delegates 

Delegate Ariana Kelly has spent her career advocating for the diverse needs of women and 
families. In 2010, she was elected to Maryland’s House of Delegates representing the 16th 
District, which includes Bethesda, Chevy Chase and Potomac. As Deputy Majority Whip, 
Delegate Kelly serves on the legislature’s Health and Government Operations Committee, 
and Chairs the Health Occupations and Long-Term Care Subcommittee and the Montgomery 
County Delegation Economic Development Committee. She also Chairs the Joint Committee 
on Children, Youth, and Families and served as the 2018 President of the Women Legislators 
of Maryland.  Delegate Kelly’s background in advocacy is extensive, including having served 
as Executive Director at NARAL Pro-Choice Maryland and Pay Equity Campaign Director 
at MomsRising. A specialist in women’s health and economic security, Delegate Kelly has 
passed landmark legislation making Maryland first in the nation for access to contraception, 
as well as legislation requiring parental leave and investing in child care. This past session, she 
passed legislation to require consent education be included as part of Maryland’s sexuality 
education curriculum, as well as legislation addressing sexual harassment in the Maryland 
General Assembly. 

Speaker Bios (continued)
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AAUW Maryland proudly supports the  
Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women’s  

2018 Fall Legislative Conference. 
 

Thank you MLAW for advancing public policy 
that supports Maryland women and families! 

 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) advances        
equity for women and girls through advocacy, education,        
philanthropy, and research. Join one of AAUW Maryland’s 13         
branches located throughout the state and help us change the          
climate for women and girls through advocacy, education,        
philanthropy and research. 
 
For more information visit our website at ​https://aauw-md.aauw.net/        
or contact Erin Prangley at ​erin.prangley@gmail.com ​.  



 
Thank you, MLAW,  

for being such an important 
resource as we work together to improve 

women's lives in Maryland! 
 

www.WomansDemocraticClub.org 
By Authority, WDC: Mary Lou Fox, Treasurer



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 

MHC 
COACHING &  

CONSULTING, LLC 
 

Melissa Hough Curtin, MSW 
 

Experienced nonprofit and foundation executive,  
certified leadership coach, Advanced Emergenetics 

Consultant, Standards for Excellence Licensed Consultant.  
 

Provide customized tools to individuals and organizations 
that increase self-awareness, accountability, strategic focus, 

efficiency, and effectiveness for greater personal, 
professional, and organizational impact. 

 
Mhcconsulting00@gmail.com 

804.938.5342 
Serving DE, MD, PA, and VA 

	

 

Adding hersto
ry to history to tell ourstory

www.mdwomensheritagecenter.org

The Maryland Women’s Heritage Center
commends MLAW for making women’s 

herstory more just and equitable 
under the law!  



 
Emerge Maryland is changing the face of politics by

recruiting, training and providing a powerful network for
Democratic women who want to run for office. 

 
We offer the only in-depth, 75-hour, training program that
provides aspiring female leaders with cutting-edge tools

and training to run for elected office and elevate
themselves in our political system. 

Our program’s trainers are comprised of an elite team of
campaign consultants, advisors and staff from all over the

country who have been involved in some of the most
successful campaigns and initiatives seen in recent

election cycles. Participants learn from these experts and
develop practical knowledge in areas such as public

speaking, fundraising, campaign strategy, voter contact,
media and messaging and much more. 

 
102 women trained and graduated since 2013. 

55% of our graduates are women of color. 
70% of our alumnae have already or are  

currently running for office. 
 

Find us on Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter 
 

www.emergemaryland.org



A Commission of the Maryland Department of Human Services
�e Maryland Commission for Women is a 25-member advisory board �rst established by the Governor 
in 1965 and set in state law in 1971. Commissioners are appointed to four-year terms by the Governor, 
with con�rmation by the Maryland State Senate, and serve without compensation.  �e Commission’s 
duties outlined in its enabling legislation include: 

• Study the status of women in our state
• Recommend methods of overcoming discrimination
• Recognize women’s accomplishments and contributions
• Provide informed advice to the executive and legislative branches of government

on the issues concerning the women of our state.

Advancing Solutions for Maryland Women

O�cers:

Maryland Commission
for Women

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1034, Rockville, MD  20850
301-610-4523

www.marylandwomen.org      
https://www.facebook.com/marylandcommissionforwomen

�e Commission’s 2018 programs are:
• Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame
• Maryland Women of Tomorrow Awards

• Policy and Legislation Advocacy
• 2020 Women’s Leadership Conference

Yun Jung Yang, Esq., Chair, Montgomery County
Tawanda A. Bailey, Vice Chair, Frederick County 

Carole Jaar Sepe, Secretary, Frederick County

Homayara Haque Aziz, M.D. 
Howard County 
Mythili (Lee) Bachu 
Montgomery County
Tammy Bresnahan 
Anne Arundel County
Deborah L. Cartee 
Anne Arundel County
Gloria Chang 
Montgomery County
Maureen G. Colburn 
Montgomery County
Amanda L. Costley, Esq. 
Carroll County

Melissa Hough Curtin 
Howard County 
Eugenia B. Henry, Ph.D. 
Baltimore County
Lauren M. Lambert 
Prince George’s County
Bonnie Nelson Luna 
Wicomico County
Brenda J. McChriston 
Howard County
Ishrat N. Memon, 
Howard County
April Nyman, 
Anne Arundel County

Roberta Pardo 
Anne Arundel County
Corinna Yi-Yuan Kuo Shen 
Montgomery County
Evelyne S. Steward 
Montgomery County
Ummu Bradley �omas 
Caroline County
Rev. Tamara England Wilson, D. Min. 
Baltimore City
Marylou N. Yam, Ph.D. 
Baltimore City

Commissioners:



The Maryland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women

Congratulates MLAW 
on 24 years of advocating 

for women’s and family issues.

Maryland NOW pledges to add our voices to MLAW’s  
to enact critical legislation and policies  

in support of women and families. 

www.marylandnow.org

Great  
Achievements

Still More to 
Accomplish


