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 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

- Margaret Mead, Anthropologist & AAUW Member 
 

 
 

 

The American Association of University Women Maryland wishes to thank all of 
our coalition partners and the Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women for 23 
years of advocacy for progressive legislation and policy that promotes and 
protects the well being of Maryland women and their families. 
 
For more than 75 years, AAUW Maryland has convened diverse communities to 
take action on pay equity, freedom from discrimination and violence, health care, 
education, and science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) opportunities. 
Through our public policy priorities, fellowships and grants, Legal Advocacy Fund, 
and other programs, AAUW Maryland amplifies all of our voices with trusted 
research and advocacy informing our work.  
 
To learn more about AAUW Maryland visit our website at http://aauw-
md.aauw.net/ 

The Maryland Chapter of the
National Organization for Women

Congratulates MLAW 
on 23 years of advocating 

for women’s and family issues.

Maryland NOW pledges to add our voices to MLAW’s  
to enact critical legislation and policies  

in support of women and families. 

www.marylandnow.org

Great  
Achievements

Still More to 
Accomplish



	

For 23 years, MLAW has been the statewide voice for Maryland women and 
families, serving as the only nonpartisan, statewide coalition of women’s groups 
and individuals that mobilizes networks, groups, and individuals to help pass 
legislation to make Maryland a better place for women and families. 

Between 1994 and 2017, MLAW supported 84 successful pieces of legislation that 
have made a difference for women and families in Maryland. This legislation has 
addressed domestic violence, sexual assault, economic justice, human rights, 
health care, family law, and criminal justice. In the 2017 legislative session, two 
of the seven bills on the MLAW Legislative Agenda passed the General Assembly.  

MLAW provides visibility for legislation affecting women and families. The fall 
conference develops our MLAW Legislative Agenda and a legislative reception in 
Annapolis during the legislative session introduces the Agenda to advocates and 
legislators. These events focus legislators’ attention on our issues and raise their 
visibility throughout the state.  We distribute the annual Legislative Agenda to 
every Maryland legislator. In collaboration with our advocacy partners, we submit 
testimony, advocate for bills, and promote our Agenda through our website, 
Facebook page, and e-newsletter.  

The Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women is proud of its achievements during 
the last 23 years, but there is more to be done. Join us and help us continue to 
make a difference for Maryland women and families. 

1994 – 2017
23 Years of Advocacy for Women’s and Family Issues
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Adding hersto
ry to history to tell ourstory

www.mdwomensheritagecenter.org

The Maryland Women’s Heritage Center
commends MLAW for making women’s 

herstory more just and equitable 
under the law!  

	

Working to End Sexual Violence in Maryland 

Please join us for  
MCASA’s Legislative Reception 

January 18, 2018 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Harry Browne’s Restaurant 

Annapolis, Maryland  

For more information, go to: www.mcasa.org 

MLAW 2017 FALL LEGISLATIVE AGENDA CONFERENCE
Mobilizing the Power of Maryland Women in a Time of Uncertainty

 

The Maryland Federation of 
Business & Professional Women 

(BPW/MD) 

Are you looking for… 
National affiliation with working women 

Friendships with diverse women 
Building professional resources 

Leadership training 
Professional & personal skills development 
Educational programs (virtual & in person) 

Political awareness and advocacy 
Mentoring programs 

Networking opportunities 
 

Local organizations 
Frederick    Montgomery County 
Hagerstown                    So. Prince George’s County 
Laurel                                          Towson/Hunt Valley  
 
 
 

Join today! 

www.bpwmaryland.org 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2017  •  HOWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE

AGENDA

Registration and Continental Breakfast
Networking with legislators and advocates

Welcome and Introductions
Michaele Cohen, President, MLAW
Delegate Ariana Kelly, President, Women Legislators of Maryland

Panel Discussion:
Michelle Siri, Moderator

Delegate Terri Hill, Maryland House of Delegates
Toni Van Pelt, National Organization for Women (NOW)
Patricia McHugh Lambert, Executive Alliance (Network 2000)
Luis Larin, Working Matters

Legislation for the 2018 Legislative Session 
Presentations by Lead Groups
Caren Williams, Moderator
	
MLAW Ballot and Agenda Process 
Presented by Elizabeth Joyce

Call to Action – Ruth Martin 
	
Wrap-Up – Joanna Diamond and Dante Bishop	
Agenda sign-on
Membership and email sign-up
Resource and tip sheets
MLAW Legislative Reception – Thursday, February 8, 2018

Lunch

Advocacy 101 Workshop (optional) 
Michaele Cohen and Cynthia Lifson

9:30 – 10:00 am 

10:00 – 10:30 am

10:30 – 11:30 am

11:30 – 12:30 pm

12:30 – 1:00 pm

1:00 pm

1:00 – 3:30 pm

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE AGENDA FOR WOMEN
305 W. Chesapeake Avenue, Suite 201 • Towson, MD 21204

443-519-1005 phone/fax  •  mdlegagenda4women@yahoo.com
www.mdlegagendaforwomen.org  •  facebook.com/mdagendaforwomen



ZONTA is a leading global organization of professionals empowering women worldwide 
through service and advocacy.
 
ZONTA envisions a world in which women’s rights are recognized as human rights and 
every woman is able to achieve her full potential.
 
The ZONTA Club of Annapolis is a proud supporter of the Maryland Legislative Agenda 
for Women.
 
For more information visit www.zontaclubannapolis.org.

 

 

The Anne Arundel County 
Democratic Women 

are proud to work with MLAW  
to be a strong voice for  

Maryland women and families 
 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter 
@AACODW 

or visit our website 
www.aademocraticwomen.org 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE -- MARCH 11, 2018 
Our annual Women’s History Month event 

 

Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women 

will host our 

Annual Legislative  
Reception & Briefing   

and 

Introduce the 2018 Legislative Agenda 
 

 On Thursday, February 8, 2018 

4:30 - 6:30 p.m.  
 

Miller Senate Office Building 

President’s Conference Center 
 

Information and registration details will be available in soon. 

Save the Date! 

The Prince George’s County Commission for Women
Our mission is to improve the quality of life for women and girls by advocating, 
initiating, and championing programs and legislation to strengthen families and 

communities.

Department of Family Services, 6420 Allentown Road, Camp Springs, MD 20748, 301.265.8423
POC:  Jackie M. Rhone, Commission Liaison  jmrhone@co.pg.md.us

Elana Belon-Butler 
Director

Rushern L. Baker, III
County Executive

First Row: Linda Thomas, Crystal Prater, Gasby Brown, Victoria Hamilton, Shirley Schreffler, Amber Dieso
Back Row: Tami Watkins, Jennifer Jones, Lisa Rowe, Jackie Rhone, Peggy Maclin, Director Belon-Butler

Not Pictured:  Monique Davis, Anea Jordan, Sonya Lyatsky, D. Michael Lyles 



	

Delegate Ariana Kelly (District 16/Women’s Caucus Chair)

Ariana Kelly is a lifelong advocate for Montgomery County. She has a proven track record in 
Annapolis and Washington on issues that matter to Montgomery County, including health care, 
the environment, and education. In 2010, Ariana Kelly was elected to Maryland’s House of 
Delegates representing the 16th District, which includes Bethesda, Chevy Chase, and Potomac.

A Deputy Majority Whip, Ariana Kelly serves on the legislature’s Health and Government 
Operations Committee, and Chairs the Health Occupations and Long Term Care Subcommittee 
and the Montgomery County Delegation Economic Development Committee. She also Chairs the 
Joint Committee on Children, Youth, and Families and the Task Force to Establish Paid Family 
Leave. She is President of the Women Legislators of Maryland, the caucus of 60 diverse women 
State Senators and Delegates serving in Maryland’s General Assembly.

In the legislature, Ariana Kelly was the lead sponsor for Maryland’s Contraceptive Equity Act, as 
well as legislation requiring parental leave and investing in child care. She has been a supporter 
of important issues including Maryland’s fracking ban, marriage equality, and paid sick leave.

Delegate Terri Hill, MD (District 12)

Delegate Terri Hill serves as a representative on the Health and Government Operations 
Committee. She is a member of the Insurance and the Estate & Trusts subcommittees.  Her 
years of experience as a member of many community groups as well as the American Society 
of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons, National Medical Association, American Medical 
Association, American Medical Women’s Association, Maryland State Medical Society, Anne 
Arundel County Medical Society, Howard County Medical Society, and Board of Directors for the 
American Red Cross of Central Maryland have well equipped her to address many of the issues 
currently facing Maryland. She is also a founding member of the Howard County Chapter of the 
National Congress of Black Women and the Thurgood Marshall Democratic club. In addition, she 
is the recipient of many awards including the 2012 Mother of Mary Lange Service Award and 
Towson University’s Distinguished Black Marylander Award. Delegate Hill received her Bachelors 
in bioelectric engineering from Harvard University and her Medical degree from the Columbia 
University College of Physicians and Surgeons. She has lived in the district for over 45 years and 
is a graduate of Wilde Lake High School.

FALL CONFERENCE 2017
Speaker Bios

 

Sincere good wishes for another successful  

Fall Conference 
 

E. Fran Johnson 
Former Board of Directors Member 

Linda White Andrews
President

Facebook.com/zontamidmd
zontaclubofmid-maryland.org
Email: zontamd@gmail.com
Tel: 240-245-7767
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Lynette A. 

L A W
Attorney at Law

200A Monroe Street
Suite 303, Rockville, MD 20850

Tel: (301) 869-8774
Fax: (301) 869-8776
lwhit­eld@whit­eldlegal.com

www.whit�eldlegal.com

Assisting Federal Employees with
their legal needs since 2006



Contact: Dawn Stoltzfus
dawn@thehatchergroup.com
410-990-0284

www.thehatchergroup.com
twitter / @thehatchergroup
facebook /  @thehatchergroupinc 

The Hatcher Group is a full-service 
communications and public affairs firm 
dedicated to inspiring social change for good.

As supporters of progressive social change, we 
are committed to advancing women’s rights 
and issues in Maryland.

	

FALL CONFERENCE 2017
Speaker Bios (continued)

Toni Van Pelt, President, National Organization for Women

Toni Van Pelt, a longtime feminist and humanist activist, was elected president of NOW in 
July 2017. She is also president of the NOW Foundation and chair of the NOW Political Action 
Committee, and serves as the principal spokeswoman for all three entities. Van Pelt oversees 
NOW’s multi-issue agenda, which includes: achieving constitutional equality for women, 
advancing reproductive rights and justice, promoting racial justice, stopping violence against 
women, winning civil and human rights for the LGBTQIA+ community, and ensuring economic 
justice.

Spurred to action by attacks on reproductive rights in her home state of Florida, Van Pelt 
has served in leadership positions at all levels of NOW since 1989. She is a past president of 
Florida NOW (1996-2003) and past director of NOW’s southeast region–in addition to serving 
two terms on the national board (2010-2014). Van Pelt began her journey with the organization 
as the treasurer of the Upper Pinellas NOW chapter, and remains fiercely devoted to grassroots 
activists working at the local level.

Van Pelt is a longtime advocate for secular humanism, and the separation of church and state. 
Prior to joining the National Action Center full-time, she lobbied for policies driven by the 
empirical scientific evidence as opposed to faith. She is co-founder, president, and public policy 
director for the Institute for Science and Human Values. A former vice president and public 
policy director of the Center for Inquiry, Van Pelt organized and directed one of the first public 
policy offices of the secular humanist movement in Washington, D.C.

Van Pelt is a former member of the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace 
Workers, and her past career as the owner of a travel agency specializing in international travel 
has given her the opportunity to expand her worldview through global travel. She is committed 
to building an inclusive, intersectional, and intergenerational feminist movement.

Luis Larín, Leadership Organizer, United Workers

Luis Larín is a Leadership Organizer with United Workers, a human rights organization committed 
to work with dignity for low-wage workers. Luis, of indigenous Mayan ancestry, began organizing 
in his native Guatemala against the fair trade agreements that were impoverishing his country. 
When he came to the United States Luis experienced poverty as a day laborer. He first joined 
United Workers as a leader with the Camden Yards Campaign, which won a living wage for 
stadium workers in 2007. Since then he has coordinated several successful grassroots campaigns 
and field teams, including winning a settlement for Inner Harbor ESPN Zone workers against the 
Walt Disney Corporation in 2013, the passage of an Affordable Housing Trust Fund in Baltimore 
City by ballot initiative in 2016, and the passage of the Healthy Working Families Act for earned 
sick leave in Maryland in 2017. @unitedworkers



	

Patricia McHugh Lambert, President-Elect, Executive Alliance

Ms. Lambert is a principal litigator with the law firm of Pessin Katz Law.  She has over 30 years 
of experience in handling complex commercial litigation and insurance matters. Ms. Lambert 
has worked on national class actions, significant litigation and regulatory matters for Fortune 
500 companies. She has also assisted small and mid-sized companies and business executives 
with contract, real estate and commercial disputes that needed to be resolved quickly and 
efficiently. Ms. Lambert is best known as an attorney who knows the field of insurance. She 
has represented insurers, policyholders, and insurance producers in disputes both in court and 
before the Maryland Insurance Administration.

In addition to being a business owner and trial attorney, Ms. Lambert is an active community leader 
that is interested in equity and equality issues.  She is a member of the Executive Committee 
of  United Way of Central Maryland and the President Elect of Executive Alliance, which is a 
non-profit organization dedicated to the advancement of women executives.  In her role with 
Executive Alliance, she has worked diligently to have women appointed to governmental boards 
and commissions. She is also actively involved in Executive Alliance’s effort to pass legislation 
setting numeric goals for the appointment of women to corporate boards.

FALL CONFERENCE 2017
Speaker Bios (continued) General Admission Registration 

begins at 11:30 am with light 
refreshments. The conference begins 
with an opening ceremony and 
greetings. Compelling seminars on 
legislation in the Maryland General 
Assembly will fill out the afternoon. 
A reception will conclude the event 
providing an opportunity to meet 
with county and state elected officials, 
advocates and representatives of the 
most prominent county, state and 
national women’s organizations.

SundAy, JAnuARy 28, 2018
 T i M e :  Doors Open at 11:30 am, Program 12:30–6 pm
 L O c AT i O n :  The Universities at Shady Grove, Bldg ii 

9630 Gudelsky Drive, Rockville, Maryland

The MonTgoMery CounTy CoMMission for WoMen
and our many co-sponsoring organizations invite you to the 

Sign language interpreter services will be 
provided only upon request with notice as far in 
advance as possible, but no less than 72 hours 
prior to the event. if these or other services or aids 
are needed to participate in this activity, please 
call 240-777-8333 or email a request to  
Jodi.Finkelstein@montgomerycountymd.gov.

REGISTER 
NOW !

REGISTER NOW!
https://2018wlb.eventbrite.com/

AGAIN thIs yeAr: 
Special Seminars  

for Emerging Leaders in  
Grades 7-12!

Co-sponsorship and  
Exhibit Table Opportunities

For more information,  
please contact the  

Montgomery county  
commission for Women  

at 240-777-8333

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cfw

Enlightened, Empowered, Engaged

WiseSevernaPark@gmail.com

@Wise_SP
WiseSevernaPark.com

WomenIndivisibleStongEffective

WISE
Women  Indivisible  Strong  Effective

We provide a platform of information for women of diverse views to
come together and promote the values and rights that foster
inclusivity, fairness and safety in our communities. We vow to turn our
collective energy into action and advocate indivisibly on a range of
issues particularly at the local level.

We demand representation consistent with our mission from our
politicians and commit ourselves to modeling the values of inclusion,
tolerance and fairness that we seek as we support each other to make
our voices heard and influence our Nation's narrative.

Interested in becoming a member? Please contact us:

• Women’s Issues
• Healthcare
• Racial Equality
• Immigration
• Criminal Justice Reform
• Education

WISE Huddles:

About Us:
WISE is a women-led organization with over 500 Members. We are 
issues-based and direct our efforts toward education, collaboration 
and advocacy.

• Gun Violence Prevention
• Corporate Responsibility
• Constitutional Rights
• Political Action
• Environment
• LGBTQ
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NATIONAL COALITION OF 100 BLACK 
WOMEN, INC. 

Prince George’s County Maryland Chapter 
Dr. Gretchen Lofland, President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulates 
Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women 

(MLAW) 
On Outstanding Years of Advocacy for Women and Families 

And 
Much Success on your Annual Fall Conference 

Working to End Sexual Violence in Maryland 

Please join us for  
MCASA’s Legislative Reception 

January 18, 2018 

6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

Harry Browne’s Restaurant 

Annapolis, Maryland  

For more information, go to: www.mcasa.org 

A Commission of the Maryland Department of Human Services
The Maryland Commission for Women is a 25-member advisory board first established by the Governor 
in 1965 and set in state law in 1971. Commissioners are appointed to four-year terms by the Governor, 
with confirmation by the Maryland State Senate, and serve without compensation.  The Commission’s 
duties outlined in its enabling legislation include: 

• Study the status of women in our state
• Recommend methods of overcoming discrimination
• Recognize women’s accomplishments and contributions
• Provide informed advice to the executive and legislative branches of government  

on the issues concerning the women of our state.

Advancing Solutions for Maryland Women

Commissioners:

Maryland Commission
for Women

Lee Bachu, Chair
Montgomery County

A. Diane Williams, Vice Chair
Prince George’s County

Wandra Ashley Williams, Secretary
Howard County

Homayara Haque Aziz, M.D.
Howard County

Tawanda A. Bailey
Frederick County

Marianne Hyang Nam Brackney
Howard County

Tammy Bresnahan
Anne Arundel County

Deborah L. Cartee
Anne Arundel County

Gloria Chang
Montgomery County

Lorna P. Forde
Montgomery County

Nicole S. Ingram
Washington County

Velvet Johnson
Prince George’s County

Bonnie Nelson Luna
Wicomico County

Marion C. Manski
Baltimore County

April Nyman
Anne Arundel County

Anita L. Riley
Carroll County

Carole Jaar Sepe
Frederick County

Corinna Yi-Yuan Kuo Shen
Montgomery County

Ummu Bradley Thomas
Caroline County

Rev. Tamara England Wilson, D. Min.
Baltimore City

Marylou N. Yam, Ph.D.
Baltimore City

Yun Jung Yang
Montgomery County

The Commission’s 2018 programs are:
• Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame
• Maryland Women of Tomorrow Awards

• Legislative and Public Policy Advocacy
• Women’s Health and Wellness Resources

51 Monroe Street, Suite 1034, Rockville, MD  20850
301-610-4523

www.marylandwomen.org
https://www.facebook.com/marylandcommissionforwomen

• Voices of Maryland Women Listening Tour



 
 
 
 

 

 

Congratulates the 

Maryland Legislative Agenda for Women 

on your 

Fall Legislative Agenda Conference 

November 18, 2017 

and  

23 Years of  Advocacy  

for Women’s and Family Issues  

 
 
 
 

4601 Presidents Drive,  Suite 370    Lanham, MD 20706 
Tel:  301-429-3601   Fax:  301-429-3605 

E-mail:  info@mnadv.org    Website:  www.mnadv.org 

 
 


